
December 14, 2025 

To live for Jesus and not ourselves. 

               

PASTOR’S ARTICLE (CONTINUED) 

and service. Keep coming to witness and experience the 
and experience the work of God in your local church.   

4. CLEAR THE PATH. Remove any outward or practical 
obstacles to doing #1-3. This will mean making changes. 
We have all had to make practical changes in our priori-
ties, hobbies, and schedules to go after God and seek to 
learn and do His will. What will this look like for you? 
Looking back, by God’s grace, I gave up my Sunday 
morning shift at work so that I could come to church and 
hear God’s Word. I stopped hanging out with certain 
friends. I stopped engaging in certain activities. If we want 
change, we have to make changes. Those things did not 
save me, make me a better person, or make me more spir-
itual! NO! They were simply the removal of practical ob-
stacles to seeking God. These were early steps of embrac-
ing God’s providence in my life. What steps will you take? 
What obstacles can you remove? What changes do you 
already know that you need to make as you seek God from 
a sincere heart? 
5. ASK. Ask your questions. If you are learning the Bible 
and seeking God, you will definitely have questions. Ask 
one of our pastors in person or via email. We are here to 
help you. Our calling is to help people come to God, live 
for God, and grow in their relationship with God. Every-
one who seeks God has questions; please do not be afraid 
or intimidated to come and ask. God has put us here to 
serve you in spiritual matters. 
6. PRAYER. Begin crying out to God in prayer for help, 
wisdom, and guidance. When we first start praying, we do 
not know how to do it or what to ask for. When I first be-
gan praying, I simply called out to God for HELP. I plead-
ed with God to help me even though I did not fully grasp 
what He was doing or what I needed from Him. Jesus 
knows what we need better than we do. He sees our hearts, 
knows our sorrows, sympathizes with our weaknesses, and 
He sincerely desires to help us. As you LISTEN more and 
more to God through the Bible, be sure to also TALK 
more and more to God through the avenue of prayer.  
7. URGENCY. Consider the importance and urgency of 
things. We are dealing with eternal, not temporal things; 
spiritual, not physical things; heavenly, not earthly things; 
and finally, personal things of the heart, not superficial 
things of outward religion. TODAY is the day of salvation; 
NOW is the time to seek God. “Working together with 
him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God 
in vain. 2 For he says, 'In a favorable time I listened to you, 
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.’ Behold, now 
is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salva-
tion” (2 Corinthians 6:1-2). 

To read more articles from Pastor Matt , please scan the 
QR Code or visit timeintheword.weebly.com 

This week’s readings are: 

 Mark 5-8   Proverbs 29:1-14 

 Mark 9-12   Proverbs 29:15-27 

 Mark 13-16    Proverbs 30:1-9 

 1 Peter 1-3   Proverbs 30:10-17 

 1 Peter 4-5   Proverbs 30:18-28 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
9:30 AM Sunday School 

 10:45 AM Worship Service* (Church/Facebook) 
                                 5:00 PM         Church Council Meeting (Rm. 1) 
 6:30 PM Prayer Meeting* (Fellowship Hall) 

Wednesday 9:30 AM Men’s Prayer Group (Fellowship Hall)
 5:00 PM GriefShare (Youth Café) 
         7:00 PM Adult Bible Study (Rm. 1) 
   Boys Bible Club (1st-6th grade boys) 
                                 Girls in Action (1st-6th grade girls) 
                                                         Mission Friends (Nursery-K)                             
   Youth on Mission (7th—12th graders) 

Friday              7:00 - 9:30PM    Youth Group 

* Nursery Provided (birth-3 years old), Downstairs in Rooms 8 and 9 

North Harford Baptist Church 
4008 Old Federal Hill Road 
Jarrettsville, MD 21084  
(410) 836-6994  
www.NorthHarford.org | info@NorthHarford.org 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

If you would prefer to give online, please scan the 
QR code for a secure online giving option. 

ONLINE GIVING  

READING THE BIBLE IN 2025 

NEED HELP? 
Need help with a practical need? Your deacon is here to 
help make the resources of the church available to you. 
Email our secretary Jenn if you do not know who your 
deacon is (secretary@NorthHarford.org) 

Danny Akers daneakers@gmail.com  

Lew Carter joppatrans1@gmail.com  

Mark Evans evansmark@yahoo.com  

Dave Good (Chairman)  davidpgood@aol.com   

Wayne Hudson quallybear.usmc@gmail.com  

John McDonald jmcdonald47@yahoo.com  

Need a pastoral visit for prayer, comfort, or encourage-
ment? Do you need Christian counselling or guidance? 
Do you have a theological question? Your pastors are 
here to help. Don’t be afraid to text, call, or email us. We 
are here for you. Either contact us directly or schedule 
something through Jenn. 

Matt Fortunato (Senior Pastor)  
pastormatt@NorthHarford.org  

Anthony Wilson (Associate Pastor)  
pastoranthony@NorthHarford.org  

Jeremiah Brown (Pastoral Intern) 

Jeremiah@NorthHarford.org 

Nursery Workers – December 21st

I AM (Crib) – Tammy Wetters and Janie Steplowski 

II AM (Toddlers) – Marie Reid and Mia Citro 

PM– Combined I/II – Bella Fortunato and Jenn Evans

Prayer Intercessor – December 21st– Meg Fornoff 

Greeters – December 21st— Brian Akers and Anita Gearhart 

Ushers-December 21st- Kyle Campanella, Bob Doss, Jim 
Dougherty, Andrew Evans*, Eric Heinze, and Vince Minichiello* 

Today’s Ushers - Brian Akers*, Bradyn Citro, Bill Fornoff, 
Richard Perrine, Bill Tomlinson*, and Donny Wetters 

* ushers who greet in the lobby 

Scan the QR code or email Jenn at info@NorthHarford.org to 
sign up for weekly Bible Devotions from Pastor Matt. 
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MORNING WORSHIP 

UPCOMING PRAYER SERVICES 

PRAYER MEETING 

Join us tonight from 6:30 to 7:15 PM in the Fellowship 
Hall for a time of prayer. No one will be forced to pray. 
Nursery will be provided. 

     We are glad to have you with us this morning, and we 
hope God speaks to your heart through the great and won-
derful truths of the Bible. Please visit the Guest Resources 
desk in the lobby, where you will find a variety of free 
gifts for you, including a study Bible for adults and a study 
Bible for teens. Email us at info@NorthHarford.org if you 
have any questions or special prayer requests.  

EVENING WORSHIP 

Call to Worship and Announcements 

Joy to the World 

Reading: Galatians 5:22-23, Fruit of the Spirit 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

Angels We Have Heard on High 

Offering 

SERMON: Finding Joy in 2026 
       Luke 2:8-12,  (Pew Bible Page 1337) 

 Jesus, Name Above All Names |  Baptism 

Closing Prayer | Receiving Line  

WHAT TO KNOW THIS WEEK 

PRAYER MEETING 

Tonight from 6:30 to 7:15 PM in the Fellowship Hall for a 
time of prayer. The pastor will lead a time in the Word to 
stir our hearts to prayer. Then, each table will have a pray-
er time focused on God’s glory in the world, our outreach 
and evangelism efforts, salvation for the lost, and the 
health of the church. No one will be forced to pray. Nurse-
ry will be provided. After tonight, our next Prayer Meet-
ing will be held on January 4th. 

FIRST FRIDAYS PRAYER VIGIL FOR AMERICA 
Join us in the Youth Café  from 6-6:45 PM every FIRST 
FRIDAY of the month for a time of focused prayer for 
America. Friday, February 6th, is the next one.  

VISITING WITH US? 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

The church council will meet today at 5 PM in Room 1 to 
discuss the 2026 church calendar and pray for the events 
the New Year will hold. 

GRIEFSHARE 

The GriefShare Program we host meets in the Youth Café 
on Wednesdays from 5-7 PM. The program is a faith-based 
program designed to help those in the grieving process. The 
cost of the book is $20. Scholarships are available. See 
Robyn Smith with any questions. 

CHRISTMAS EVE COOKIES AND CAROLING 

We will have our annual Christmas Eve Cookies and Car-
oling at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Come for a re-
laxed celebration with singing and cookies! If you’d like to 
bring cookies for this event, please sign up in the lobby. 
Invite others! 

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY 

Precepts is an in-depth Bible Study for women that meets 
on Tuesdays from 9:15-11:30 AM. On January 13th, they 
will begin a study of the Book of John (Part 2). Registra-
tion costs $23.00 and is due by December 19th. Registration 
forms are available in the lobby. See Anita Gearhart with 
questions. 

CHURCH DIRECTORIES 

Church directories are available in the lobby for members. 
See the church email from Wednesday for updates for two 
family’s information.  

HOME CARE MINISTRY - URGENT NEED 

There is an immediate need for more volunteers to provide 
meals for church family who have had surgery. Please con-
tact Verla Evans for more information or to help. 

KITCHEN COMMITTEE HELP NEEDED 

We need one or two more ladies to serve on our Kitchen 
Committee. The committee helps serve at Fellowship 
Meals and some events. For more information or to volun-
teer, please contact Sallye Hoover or the church office. 

THREE NURSERY WORKERS ARE NEEDED 

Please contact Lynette Winzenried to volunteer to serve in 
the nursery on the 4th or 5th Sunday mornings (crib) or the 
5th Sunday evening (combined). 

ON THE HORIZON  

CHURCH NEWS 

PASTOR’S ARTICLE 
HOW TO SEEK GOD NOW 

1. TRUST. Depend on God, not yourself. God promises, 
“You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all 
your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). But we cannot find God 
based on our own strength, wisdom, or inborn spirituality. 
God also teaches that nobody seeks God on their own. 
“As it is written: ‘None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one 
understands; no one seeks for God’” (Romans 3:10-11). 
Left to our own devices, we would never seek God. The 
good news, however, is that God will intervene in our lives 
and cause us to seek Him. God reaches out. God shows up. 
God draws us to Himself. So, as you embark on seeking 
God, you must seek Him by trusting in His providence and 
guidance, not trusting in your religion, feelings, intelli-
gence, or good deeds.  

2. RECEIVE. Bible, Bible, Bible, Bible! Begin to saturate 
yourself with the Bible, God’s holy and inspired Word. (A.) 
Keep coming to church to HEAR the Bible preached, which 
is the primary way God uses the Bible to give grace to our 
hearts. (B.) Go home and carefully READ the Bible and 
think about it. Practically, the way we trust God when seek-
ing Him is to seek Him in His Word to us, the Bible. The 
Bible is the living and abiding Word of God to us, and 
through its teachings and power, God will do His work in 
your life and bring you into a relationship with Him. (C.) 
Learn as much as you can about the Bible’s central mes-
sage, THE GOSPEL of Jesus Christ. Only the biblical gos-
pel can save our souls and reconcile us to God forever. “For 
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). We are sin-
ners who deserve judgment, but Jesus died for our sins to 
deliver us and gift us the gift of eternal life. Whatever you 
do: LEARN THE TRUE GOSPEL! 

3. EXPERIENCE. Continue to be around the Christian fel-
lowship for encouragement in the right direction. God puts 
true churches in different communities to be a lighthouse 
and refuge for the people. We are a lighthouse of God’s 
truth. We are living examples of helpless sinners saved by 
grace. We are walking and talking evidence of God’s love 
and power. We are not at church because we are good, and 
we are not trying to do good to earn our way to heaven. 
Rather, we are at church because we are sinners in need of 
divine mercy, and we have already acquired access to heav-
en as God’s gift of salvation in Jesus. He died for our sins 
and rose to eternal life. We put our faith in Him for for-
giveness and salvation, and are depending on God to help 
us live for Him and grow in our relationship with Him. This 
is what you need to be around when seeking God. Other-
wise, you might inadvertently adopt a warped idea of God, 
church, salvation, or Christian living. True churches are 
biblical communities of faith for love, learning, worship,  
                                                                        (continues to the next page) 






